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As in past years, the number of police registered crimes in 1999  has also increased. The increase of criminal offences in comparison to 1998 represented only about 700 crimes and that was the reason why the first reactions to this statistic were very optimistic due to the upward trend which began in 1990. The only exception was 1994 when a slight decrease of registered crimes took place. Only during the last year has there at least occurred the expected and predicted plateau of criminal offences.





If this optimistic approach of  the Police of the Czech Republic to crimes in 1999 had only been the result of a deeper analysis of the state of criminality and of methods of its statistical processing issuing not only from a shallow interpretation of statistic data, this optimism would have been legitimate regardless of the number of registered criminal offences stabilising on a quadruple of the number of criminal offences registered in the Czech Republic 20 years ago.





In 1999 the Police of the Czech Republic registered 426 626 criminal offences in general which represented an increase of 696 criminal acts in comparison with 1998.
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For one thousand inhabitants in the Czech Republic in 1999 there were 41 registered criminal offences. In Prague it was a hundred registered crimes for one thousand inhabitants having a permanent residence there and in the centre of Prague (particularly in Prague 1 which is a territorial area with the highest occurrence of crimes in our country), it was more than 400 criminal offences for one thousand inhabitants.





Looking at the diagram we can see that in respect of the share of individual territorial areas in a general  level of registered crimes in 1999, in comparison with previous years no radical changes took place. The capital city of Prague and  Northern and Southern Moravia are equally participating in more than a half of all registered criminal offences.
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As far as the individual kinds of crimes are concerned, apart from the above mentioned facts being compared with the past two years, only very slight changes have taken place:





Since 1996 the total number of registered violent criminal offences plateaued around 23 000 crimes per year and most of them have traditionally been registered in the region of Northern Moravia (between 5 - 6 000 crimes per year).





As to murders - in 1999 there was a considerable decrease especially in the former Northern Moravian region. The increase in number of murders continues to grow in Prague with the peak of 64 murders in 1999 which represents about a quarter of all murders being registered in this year. It is gratifying to note that out of the total number of 265, the police have solved 236 murders (i.e. about 90%). In comparison with 1998 the number of murders committed by habitual offenders has considerably decreased. The number of murders committed by foreigners still remains very high: in 1998 the Czech Republic Police prosecuted 307 persons for murder, out of whom 68 were foreigners, in 1999 - 273 persons, out of whom 64 were foreigners. Even the number of murderesses has grown: from 30 in 1998 to 34 in 1999.





From a murder analysis further results show that out of 265 registered criminal offences of murder 69 have been judged  as an attempted murder. The most murder attacks were motivated by conflicts in personal relations, 36 crimes were murders with robbery, 8 murders were considered as sexual murders, 5 murders as murders to order and 4 murders were committed under the influence of alcohol. 10 murders were committed by persons under 18 years: out of whom 4 murders were committed by boys under 15 years. More than 80% of a total number of murders was committed by a single offender, about 8% by two accomplices and the remaining 2% (which represent 6 murders) by more offenders. 





The number of robberies, which in comparison with previous  years, (apart from the economic criminal activity), has a record data of criminal offences in 1999 reaching almost 5000 registered criminal acts. Robberies committed in Prague represent almost 40% out of this number. (Until 1990 in the whole of the Czech Republic there were only about 800 - 1000 robberies per year). Clarification of robberies is traditionally relatively low - about 40%. The share of women is insignificant: only 149 women were prosecuted which makes 10% less than in a previous year.





Similarly as in violent crimes, the level of moral crimes has not changed in the past years: the number of registered offences ranges between 2000 - 2500 per year, with an exception in 1998 when there were about 2 800 moral criminal offences registered. The overall decline in 1999 was influenced primarily by the decline in number of registered moral crimes in Prague and in the Northern Moravian region. The number of registered rapes and criminal offences of sexual abuse has also continued to decline.





As for property crimes a number of committed ´burglaries with entry´ has decreased to about 6 000 crimes (except Prague) in all other territorial regions. The decreasing trend in the number of burglaries to flats, cottages and shops has continued (again with the exception of Prague where the number of committed ´burglaries with entry´ is the highest and represents about a third of all registered burglaries to flats). In the region of Central Bohemia there has still remained the highest number of burglaries of cottages. About 30% of all discovered burglary of cottages in 1999 has related to this territorial region.





As for simple robberies there were registered about 6000 criminal offences less in all other regions - except Prague, Central Bohemia and Eastern Bohemia. The greatest decline of simple robberies has taken place again in the region of Northern Bohemia.





The number of registered thefts of dual-track motor vehicles  (cars) has  stabilised roughly on the level of 1996 which represented about 27 000 criminal offences per year. Also in Prague a slight increase of this criminal activity has been registered (car thefts in Prague represented about 40% of the whole number of car thefts in the Czech Republic in 1999).





In comparison to 1998 the number of thefts from cars has decreased in general, but the number of thefts of automobile parts of motor vehicles has substantially increased. Detection of thefts connected with cars remains traditionally low and ranges from 15 to 17%.





As to registered economic crimes, the number of criminal offences has increased dramatically.  With the exception of Prague where there was registered roughly the same number of economic crimes as in 1998, in other regions a number of economic crimes has considerably increased. 


It is not possible to interpret this increase of registered economic crimes accurately because it excludes latent or hidden economic crimes so that the relevant facts become distorted. 


The most frequent economic facts of the case bear the features of  fraud (§  250 of Criminal Code). Out of the total number of frauds 16 861  qualified as economic criminal activity. For embezzlement (§  248 of Criminal Code) 7 035 criminal acts qualified as economic criminal activity. The third item was the tax delinquency (§§ 147, 148 and 148b of Criminal Code) with 3 758 registered acts.


One gratifying factor is that in 1999 an increased level of police activity in the area of crimes connected with a violation of copyright (§  152 of Criminal Code) has resulted in 2 520 registered acts being descovered in this period.





A special position in analysing criminal activities over the past years is given to organized crime problems. Before 1989 organized crime did not occur in the former Czechoslovakia on a large scale or in a more developed form. At the same time ´organized crime´ has already become established in most European countries since the sixties, and especially  in former USSR it has already had a long tradition.





After November 1989 the organized crime has taken advantage of a removal of formal barriers, particularly the opening of borders and liberalization of the entire social life. It has taken advantage of a number of mistakes from the area of politics, state control, economics, law and culture in wider sense of the word. Due to the changes in social structure the organized crime could also focus on the richer social groups of Czechoslovak society – mostly on regular customers. Very soon even Czechoslovak citizens have started to be involved in international organized crime operating on our territory. Gradually they have started to be independently involved in this area of crime and  have even expanded abroad.





There is very little information concerning organized crime. Until 1998 practically nobody in our country was arrested and prosecuted in connection with organized crime. In 1999 only one person was convicted. Until 1997 there existed neither investigating nor court records which could be the source of any information. For the same reason no statistics existed concerning this kind of criminal activity.


We  had to rely on the information acquired indirectly. The only source for the analysis of an organized crime have essentially been expert researches. We have been acknowledging them in different areas by using questionnaires or having direct discussions with experts from specific police units and gradually from public prosecutors and judges. We have been monitoring basic trends concerning the occurrence of organized crime in the Czech Republic with the use of expert researches since 1993.


In the figures stated below there are recorded numbers of persons prosecuted for their criminality conspiracy participation (§ 163 of Criminal Code) and the estimates presented by the Police Presidium concerning a number of  groups of organized crime and their members. The more detailed commentary is not presented in police materials.
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Organized crime, participation in criminal conspiracy (§ 163a Penal Code) – numbers of prosecuted offenders
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Figure 2





A rough estimate of the number of groups of organized crime on the territory of the Czech Republic
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Figure 3





Estimate of the number of members of groups of organized crime on the territory of the Czech Republic





Years �
1997�
1999�
�
Estimate of members number�
1500-2000�
2000�
�



In 1999 the most expanded group of activities of organized crime in our territory was connected with production, smuggling and distribution of drugs, car thefts, organized prostitution and illegal migration.





Numbers of prosecuted offenders for their part in an organized crime did not influence total numbers of prosecuted offenders. In 1999 compared with 1998 the number of prosecuted and investigated persons has decreased by 1 384 individuals. In respect of the increasing number of solved criminal offences our attention is drawn to the fact that in 1999 in comparison with the previous year a greater number of prosecuted offenders registered for more than one criminal offence, increased. A decrease of prosecuted offenders was caused principally by the decrease in number of prosecuted juvenile offenders and habitual offenders.





In 1999, 127 887 persons in all were prosecuted and investigated by the Police of The Czech Republic, out of whom 14 298 were women (in 1998 – 13 662) which represents 11,2%. Both of these figures are higher than in 1998 and have confirmed the expected  increase in number of female crime offenders and increase of female share in a group  of known offenders of criminal acts.
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The number of children and juvenile offenders in 1999 has also confirmed a trend of the past years, (which started in 1995) in decreasing  their number and their share  in a group of known offenders of criminal acts. Compared with 1998 the number of offenders under 18 years decreased by about 1 400 and their share decreased from 15% to 14%. In 1999 the number of investigated and prosecuted offenders under 18 years was 17 978 in all.  Out of this number children under 15 years represented 8 832 persons and juveniles represented  9 146 persons. A real decrease in number can be considered only with juveniles (of about 1 400 persons), the number of criminal acts of child offenders under 15 years has remained almost identical as in a previous year (+ 8 children). With violent crimes in comparison with a previous year the number of under 18 years offenders remained almost identical.  Slightly increased were the number of juvenile offenders of moral crimes. The number of offenders of property crimes has distinctly decreased.





Diagram 4 includes basic data concerning crime victims – persons injured by crimes - designated ´the objects of an attack´ by police terminology. The comprehensive data concerning crime victims have not occurred in the police standard statistical sets. The Institute of Criminology and Social Prevention has been the only source of statistical data about them. The numbers stated below have been indicated as minimal numbers of crime victims in the Czech Republic.





Diagram 4



























































The minimal number of crime victims in our country, registered by the Police of The Czech Republic remained roughly the same as in a previous year. The minimal number of police registered attacked persons in 1999 represented 40 422 individuals (which was 112 crime victims more than in 1998). At the moment there is an indication that since 1996 there has been a slightly decreasing trend in the number of crime victims registered by the Czech Republic Police.





By comparing data of minimal numbers of police registered crime victims and of the injuries caused to them in 1998 and 1999 there is a slight decrease of the percentage share of  persons injured by  crimes (for 1,1%).  in comparison with the previous years. Also the percentage of the death of registered victims of crimes has slightly decreased.





Conclusion:





For the contemporary criminal policy in the Czech Republic a miraculous idea of ´aha-effect´ is a typical way of searching. The realization of such an idea could radically turn the development of criminal activity and the desirable result  would bring a decrease in number of criminal phenomena and  their source - criminal offenders.





A lot of time and energy has been given to the search for these miraculous precautions, it has been searched in our country and abroad  expecting that such ´miracle´ would bring a global effect and its use would be universal without any respect to a country of application. However this expectation cannot be fulfilled.





We feel isolated in our appeal to pay attention not only to the basic data concerning criminal offences often not being functionally used, but also to the real causes and consequences of crime in a certain time and on a certain territory without any respect to departmental, personal and partial groups interests.  It is also necessary to pay attention to  analysing the efficiency of current precautions to limit crime and to admit mistakes in applying  and constructing these precautions with their limited effect. It is necessary to pay attention to first time offenders, i.e. to examine why a higher number (from  the criminal law point of view) of blameless citizens is always getting into a conflict with the criminal law, and why a number of current sanctional precautions are almost ineffective  etc.





Without a realistic perspective on criminal offences, its causes and consequences especially those having no simple appearance of material damage, it is impossible to be successful in  the struggle against criminality,  a conservation of contemporary level of criminality cannot represent our objectives.
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