Summary


A study summarizes the research findings about real manifestations and consequencies of economic crime committed at present at the territory of the Czech Republic. An approach to solving these problems and the process of solution were submitted to specification and goals of the research task that is aimed at the conditions of existence and the directions of operating  of organized crime in our country. A practical situation of detecting, proving and drawing the legal conclusions for intentional economic crimes is not favourable, with regard to their frequency, for present. In consequence of this situation is, amongst others, that until now in no committed and convicted economic offence the participation in organized crime was proven.


That is why the study misses empirical findings about the illegal economic activities committed in an organized form and it only states the hypotheses about possibilities of their occurrence. It can be presumed that the activities of organized crime were offered an opportunity and it was undoubtedly and entirely used, primarily by restructuring of  ownership relations (privatization, restitution), by legislative instability, personal transformation of state administration and by personal securing of a number of newly established financial authorities (professional insufficiency of new employees), and by another phenomena that are connected with a social change. Money laundering presents another sphere in which the organized crime was and still is undoubtedly active; it certainly includes money that comes from crime committed at a territory of another state or another states.


The term „economic crime“ is not understood heterogeneously as to its content. The different specifications exist even amongst a professional public (law enforcement authorities). This fact does not present only a theoretical problem but it is a throughout practical matter as well. The non-existing comprehensiveness causes that the illegal activities can be optionally included or, vice-versa, exempted from economic crime. That is why it is absolutely necessary to take interest in enumeration of crime included in a relevant group, as for the application of any data describing their occurrence during a certain period and in a certain area. Therefore, it is evident that none set of  information on occurrence of this type of crime cannot become a quite objective basis for systematic observation of its development or for system preventive influence in its occurrence disfavour. With respect to the fact that in this case nothing less than a protection of economic interests of country and in near future certainly a protection of economic interests of countries of the European Community is at stake, this state is to a certain extent disturbing.


Based on a comparison of officially registered data it is evident that a share of cases of economic offences out of the number of crimes in total has increased within the last decade though it is still bellow 10% level. The financial damages caused by illegal economic activities are estimated to reach around twenty milliards Czech crowns that is always approximately 60% of total estimated damage caused by this type of crime. Starting from the second half of nineties about 14 000-16 000  persons were investigated and prosecuted for economic crime yearly, of whom about 80% have experienced such a situation for the first time. For the particular years about 500 persons used to be convinced for those offences, of whom less than 100 persons are convicted to the imprisonment (mostly up to five years).


At present there are 153 forms of economic crime that are officially registered. Probably it is not their definitive number or their stable structure. The indicators of future form will primarily be: the development of majority of legal branches (so, not only of a criminal law), further, the extent of professional and ethical elements in a legal economic life of society and, finally, the extent of need of defendants to adapt themselves to the particular situational changes. Up to now the most frequent forms of economic crime are related to the offences of fraud, embezzlement, full or partial default of tax liability and infringement of copyright. The data about the cases of illegal behaviour that can be qualified as corruptive one are characterized by a high level of latency. There are approximately twenty cases of corruption registered every year, of which only a minor part is proved; generally, they are the minor cases of a lesser significance.


Due to the fact that in the distant future the occurrence of economic crime in the Czech Republic will be probably more influenced also by its forms imported from abroad, it is rightful to act in a more  concentrate way and upon a clear conception already now when a criminal scene is still more or less domestic.





Translation: PhDr. Jana Válková 
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