Summary





The study on social causes and consequencies of organized crime is one out of six partial studies elaborated within a task “Research on Organized Crime in the Czech Republic II”.


The conditions of life of  society and of everyday life of people were the subject for solving. The study was aimed at finding out the possible sources that the organized crime can make use of for committing crime, for securing subsidiary activities, for recruitment of collaborators and for arising the demands for illegal goods and services.


We made use of the findings published earlier in various research studies, primarily those whose authors had made an attempt at overall or partial analyses in the period after 1989. Two groups of experts were formed. The first one was focused on  the broader issues of life of a society, the second one was focused on the specific problems of organized crime. The findings were supplemented by the findings of public opinion polls, statistical data and by some author’ s articles from the press.


In a fact-based part the possible causes in a sphere of international context, internal political scene, state institutions, legal system, self-government and economy are analyzed. Furthermore, the study deals with  the changes of social structure, standard of living, interpersonal relationships, life standards, culture, morals, value orientation, family, education, the mass media and science. A separate part pays attention to some social consequencies of organized crime.


Within the frame of possible causes 150 factors were classified and described  that the organized crime can make use of. A certain generalization of each factor is made that should say something about a principle and eliminate the particular situations and proceedings. In so doing the question is not about a determinist conception that should strictly describe a trend of activities but this is the question of specifying possible causes. That means that for each of particular factors is determined what can have an effect. To give the proof that such and such concrete circumstances do  really have some effect and thus in fact assist in commitment of crime has been already beyond the frame of this research.


In despite of fact that a spectrum of possible effects is very broad, it is possible that some other circumstances which were not detected up to now may have an effect on organized crime. Furthermore, the new and new elements have still arisen in a social mechanism. For both these reasons the whole system is opened to further survey and it cannot be considered to be final and finished.


The analysis of such extensive spectrum is of a high importance because its purpose is to detect as many sources that support organized crime as possible, including those out of a criminal world. Just by detecting possible causes we should take the first steps in order to eliminate those sources.
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