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Extended summary

Resear ch focus and objective:

The presented study is related to previous mateda this subject and expands
it to include different perspectives. Whereas the introductory studycuséd
on the clarification of basic terms and summarised the situatitve i@2ech Republic and the
world, this work focuses on the following areas:

- greater attention is devoted to the reactions of law enforcemergsbtmli interethnic
conflicts (analysis of judicial records)

- schedules from police sources were supplemented and processed &r getaff
up to 2001

- greater attention has been paid to the personality of offenderthié type of crime
(development of various cases based on psychological examinations atieo$fe
in prisons)

- for the first time a section has been included examining the oepiof interethnic
conflicts in the media

- a survey has been conducted of the opinions and attitudes of policesoffisardents of
the Police Academy of the Czech Republic concerning the issateddio the relevant
subject.

The monitored subject allowed various methods to be employed in addressing
the research goal, all of which are incomplete, although we hopéithditatgmentation will
be reduced in the overall aggregation. The research analyses werenpdron three main
levels: legal, social and psychological, and sought to elucidate the causes ofribisagnan.

Theoretical section

This seeks to outline certain theories attributable to theareleoroblem. These theories
also make it possible to locate the research in a broader| sbamework.
The core of the discussion does not comprise individual, albeittedsaoments influencing
inter-ethnic conflicts, such as unemployment, group dynamics etc., even if these are taken into
account. The aim of this section is to demonstrate how the aggdgsteial relations can
produce a mature subject, i.e. a free person capable of respéetimgeddom of others, and
the circumstances that can prevent this development, particulaalsitiation where since
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the second world war Europe has witnessed increased emphasis omesriditdemocratic
participation.

The study draws in some depth upon the theories of T. Adorno, Oesterretchin,
A. Honneth, T. Biegel, Z. Baumann, Willems, H. L66éwe and marginally @tiser authors
working in related areas. Selected empirical research related tostlésssalso presented.

The intellectual sources for the presented theories are on tiaodeocial psychology
and on the other social philosophy. Irgghnic conflicts are not merely a matter of Roma and
skinheads; they concern the whole of the society in which they decthe first section,
theory seeks to explain this phenomenon from an aggregate of social, ecandnpiolitical
conditions, including the way in which they are reflected in familg &nd thus also
determine the development of children’s personalities and attitM@e®us distortions and
lack of esteem experienced in the course of the development may a@smdmed on ethnic
minorities (although the mechanism is the same as if politicakligious opponents were
involved). The chief aim of the second section is to specify andifgldse problem, examine
its various aspects and key factors (unemployment, group influence andfamitoes) in
closer conjunction with empirical research. The typology of offendeosvs the unclear
boundary between ideological hatred and ,common* xenophobia.

The basic question remains why minorities and foreigners becommszidn a local
context, the adjustment problems of victims clearly play a rbhe opinion exists that
minorities and foreigners are rejected because they differ in i@pweeaand lifestyle.
Fundamental problems arise with regard to tolerance in commifeal-| minorities
and foreigners behaviour is ,against local norms®. It is also thdtref life inahomogenous
environment which has not encountered other cultures. Openness to the wotlgas fully
established and ethnic pluralism is not institutionalised. Unogytan contact is closely
linked to attitudes of hatred towards foreigners: feobpsychological perspective, antipathy
towards Roma, asylum seekers and immigrants is expressed by petipléow self
confidence and those who are suspicious and uncertain in their omitbacthers. It is also
true that the more different foreigners look, the stronger the aveagaminst them; and the
more suspicious a person is, the more he or she explains hisroptings by economic and
other surrogate indicators.

The multilayered nature of the question means that it is difficult to faateul
an unequivocal opinion on the phenomenon’s causes as it is presentediteyatuze. The
widest range of psychological, social, economic and legal policy faptaysa role, from
those in the family and school to a nationwide context.

Analysis of Czech Policerecords:

The comprehensive analysis was designed to produce an overview of é&m¢ ext
and character of the monitored phenomenon in the Czech Republic. THerdatanalysis
were obtained from police statistics from 1997 to 2001. Thesst&stinclude a survey of
cases where there was a suspicion of an extremistexgtlbo the crime or misdemeanour,
including cases motivated by racial and national intolerance, regardfetheir ultimate
criminallegal qualification. Cases were selected from this survetotéd of 992) which
involved conflict between persons of different ethnic backgrounds and weieghmotivated
by interethnic hatred. The following characteristics were monitored in the indivedisak



the circumstances of the crime: region, place in which the crime occurred (public space,
restaurant, gambling house, school, residential house, train or yrasii@ion, municipal
public transport, prison), year, month, day (weekday or otherwise), hour dt theicrime
was committed,

characteristics of the crime: physical violence, verbal aggression, shouting of Nazi slogans,
writing of Nazi slogans, use of Nazi symbols by the offender,

consequences of the crime: injury, fight, damage to property, death of the victim,
characteristics of first three offenders. sex, age, more detailed characteristics (skinhead,
punk, Roma, Viethamese, Italian,...), size of group of offenders.

characteristics of first threevictims. sex, age and ethnicity of victims.

The aim of the analysis was to describe in detail raciallytiveted activity
and ascertain the changes that it underwent between 1997 and 2001d tbefirelation
between its specific characteristics and finally to deterrtfierelations that exist between
racially motivated activities and other so@oconomic and socipathological indicators.
Statistical methods comprised the use of a correlation asatggression analysis aadhi-
square test of independence.

We found that the number of racially motivated crimes is growirghtyyi year upon
year. Whereas in 1997, 139 cases were recorded, over the five mog#aredo 2001 this
figure rose to 228. The number of racially motivated crimes hasidarsbyy 65 % during the
period of five years. The increase in the number of registecallyamotivated crimes may
be explained, among other things, by the heightened vigilance of the polices @mneater
awareness of this type of criminal activity, as well as tdhange in the methodology of
recordkeeping for such crimes. In the context of overall crime, rgcnatitivated crimes are
not very common. They are far from comprising even 1 % of general crime. Neverthédess, it
a serious crime that creates tension in relations betw#enc groups and engenders an
atmosphere of fear and anxiety among ethnic minorities.

These crimes are generally committed by a single offender, and mcaes in a small
group, most often of two to three persons. The vast majority of perpstratoacially
motivated crimes were men aged between 15 and 25. Conflicts betwsg@a pedifferent
ethnic groups generally occurs in public spaces. Public spaces nuataeterised by the
fact that people generally meet there who do not know each other, amgl siuch meetings
the most important aspect by which to judge the other person isrhagipearance — i.e. the
colour of his/her skin. The fact that most crimes which have a cgspeacial motivation
occur in public spaces may be partially explained by the contamtytloé racism (Wallace
1999), according to which people with racist and xenophobic feelings usuafiptduave
personal knowledge of the members of ethnic minorities or immigrants.

Contrary to expectations, only a small section of offenders belongadcerding
to police sources — to the skinhead movement, and the proportion of skinheassdnvol
in these incidents continues to fall over the years. This canrbg @gplained by changes to
their movement as a result of stricter criminal sanctionshieir offences, as a result of which
they are rather forced to conceal their identity. Roma weremtb& frequent victims of
racially motivated attacks. Almost all monitored cases includeblaleggression, which is
quite often also accompanied by physical violence. Local differenchs indidence of inter
ethnic violence can mostly be attributed to the number of Roma living in the region.



Analysis of judicial records:

Information on the hearing and judgement of racially motivated crifineeinafter
inter-ethnic conflicts) was obtained from criminal records lent by disand circuit courts for
the purposes of their analysis. This concerned criminal caseshdldateen completed
between 2000 and 2002. Thhuttyree criminal records were analysed. According
to the monitored aspects, the criminal records were analysed chiafily the aim
of determining:

» the accused’s behaviour which was characterised aseittieic conflict, and which was
prosecuted as a criminal act, its result, causes and cienurest under which it was
committed, influence of alcohol or other addictive substances,

» legal qualification used for such behaviour, concurrence with other crimes,

* sentences and protective measures imposed, or other terminatian @fntimal case
by the district courts,

» procedural approach before the granting of court judgements and in particul
the duration of proceedings before the criminal prosecution is beguntHedoeginning
of the criminal prosecution up to the court’s judgement coming intd fegae and the
duration of the judicial proceedings, method by which the courts reach their decidion
the form of their judgement,

« any delays in individual stages of the proceedings and their main causes,

» petition activity of public prosecutors and their reaction to vaeanm court
judgements,

» application of proper legal remedies against decisions of couitstahstance and their
outcome according to judgements of the appeal courts.

Research results: Most of those prosecuted for racially metivaimes were male,
Czech citizens of neRoma extraction, although some Roma were also prosecuted. Their
average age was very low, with a high proportion of juveniles. Offegeeesrally came from
lower sociecultural backgrounds, with a preponderance of unemployed people
and apprentices (in the case of juveniles).

Crimes were overwhelmingly committed by a single accused or twacassed
persons. In two cases, larger groups were recorded of sevaccused (although these
crimes were not planned and organised in advance). A high levepedtreffenders was
recorded, including serious cases of homogenous relapses and crimmesitted
in the probation period stipulated by other court judgements.

The attitude of those charged with crimes was-eritical; they placed the blame on the
victims and their provocation and only in isolated cases did they exgprgsegret over their
actions. None of them admitted to belonging to or having sympathy fomestn@movements
(skinhead movement). Expert psychiatric knowledge for assessing criespainsibility was
often used (even overly, without evaluating other relevant facts) egtrd to those accused
who were under the influence of alcohol at the time the crime was committed.

The most common victims of the monitored crimes were Roma fyounger age
groups, with a high proportion of unemployed. On the other hand, Roma were alyedchar
with attacks on white victims. The crimes were always unprovoked byi¢tims and were
motivated by hatred or intolerance. Victims also included Jews, bauk#\rabs, although
no yellowskinned Asians or citizens from the republics of the former U8R among
their number.



We can be encouraged by the fact that in more than half thetbaspgsecution was
begun within 14 days of the offence being committed, thereby establishing dresbafsic
preconditions for the rapid elucidation of decisive facts anti¢ugproceedings. The duration
of judicial proceedings in the monitored cases was lower than tlenalaaverage for both
decisive criminal acts in 2002. Any delays in the judicial proceediveye primarily the
result of lack of discipline on the part of the accused and witneSdes accused most often
received a conditional prison sentence, with the option of communiticeesentences also
often applied. Unconditional prison sentences made up 12.7 % of all seritepossd. The
monitored cases also saw alternative methods appli@dnditional suspension of the
prosecution, settlement and termination of the prosecution. However, an@aase was the
possibility used of imposing commensurate restrictions and obligations omacthesed,
particularly in cases where the offence was committed undénftnence of alcohol and the
accused displayed a tendency to alcohol abuse.

In some cases the police can be faulted for playing down certas aathe beginning
and regarding them as minor offences and passing them on to be dkalttyvitie local
authority’s misdemeanours committees. We consider the mainofalk courts to lie in the
fact that courts did not find their expression for statementstimg the victim’s race, despite
these being expressly stated in the judgement’s summing up.

Findings obtained from psychological examinations and psychiatric expert opinions:

Psychological examinations were conducted on eight perpetrators of esffenc
with proven racial motivation. They comprised seven men and one woman. Thiea&@ns
were conducted by a psychologist by means of conversations focusing on rsffeya
histories and by an array of tests in 2003. In some casess pogaible to have recourse to
criminal records. Eight psychiatric opinions were also analysed l(iteabwere available in
the analysed records). It was found that all these perpetadtorsnes related to intesthnic
conflicts were well below average intelligence and that ttrénes often ensued from quite
primitive motives. Most rejected any idea of guilt, or belittlednttransferred it to other
people or circumstances. When asked to assess themselves, it bkzanieat they suffered
from inferiority complexes, which they compensated for by measslbéentredness and by
attaching themselves to their reference group (generally skinhaads)s ideology. These
complexes clearly derive from emotional deprivation in their famiéed from an inability to
affirm themselves in a legitimate manner in society. Theiiljabackground was markedly
heterogeneous, but in not one of the monitored cases was it ,harmonobsif the cases
they grew up in broken homes and developed problematic relationshiptheir mother or
father. Their economic and social situation was generally on tliebof the lowest level
and complete underclass.

These individuals had only a superficial grasp of ideology. For someanveay that
the crime had no ideological motive whatsoever. For others thig faatpresent ta greater
or lesser extent, on a scale of abusive comments aimed at @dnth closely copy the
general level of prejudices) up to activities within the s&athmovement and other similar
organisations. Yet we cannot say that this ever involved the dekb@nd consistent
advocacy of this ideology. It rather involved the use of symbols)dattee at concerts and
drinking bouts. Everything was subsumed within the group, and all actsitiypimntained
the expectation of group acknowledgement and praise.



For supplementary purposes, we also studied expert psychiatric opiraongutticial
records. Eight such opinions were available. Of this group, twaesrinere committed in a
group of two, while the other offenders acted alone. Most offenders hadittechprevious
offences, often in the form of misdemeanours. The crimes comrbijtéidese offenders (of
whom one was a woman) were very similar in nature. The offengengrally under the
influence of alcohol, usually first verbally abused Roma and thetkattdhem physically (in
one case the victim was a Roma woman and in another aTurisip@ssistant). The average
age of the offenders was 34. Ascertained education: two had graduategecondary
school; the others were skilled workers, with one having only elenyeatiication. All the
offenders lacked any sort of family background, with most being single varcedd.
Dependencies were ascertained in almost all cases: smoking, emalabhol, most of them
denied drug addiction, or this was not ascertained. Psychiatrihigtmtes were generally
not detected; there was one case of steorh unconsciousness, one of epilepsy and
aggression including a stayarpsychiatric facility.

Depiction of inter-ethnic conflict in the media:

Research into integthnic conflicts also included an analysis of their media depiat
the Czech press. The aim of the analysis was chiefly fo thia Czech media scene with
regard to the depiction of intethnic conflicts (in a Czech environment usually consisting of
conflicts between skinheads and Roma) and to identify any thought, reasoningguat)&
stereotypes which are symptomatic of reporting on -etlenic conflicts and their
protagonists, stereotypes in the interpretation of the ,reason‘ther assailants, their
placement in the overall context etc. The selected materiale ywecessed through
aqualitative analysis of the documents. In the spirit of the qualitaggearch strategy,
the specific monitored categories arose gradually during the thorough reddiriggles and
as part of the analysis itself. We were interested in seeidgorisation in intecultural
contact, i.e. how persons or certain groups are referred to — in sairhoav victims and
offenders of specific inteethnic conflicts are written about. We also analysed other @spec
of inter-ethnic conflicts depicted by the media — the circumstances of thikctgotirnalistic
interpretation of the ,reasons” for the conflict, its placing in the oveoallext etc.

In order to analyse the depiction of intghnic conflicts in the media we used press
articles from 2002 which refer to specific inthnic conflicts in the Czech Republic —i.e. to
specific cases. These materials were obtained on an ongoingrbasisvo sources: first
from the monitoring of Czech press journalism and columnists frenmational and regional
press, and secondly from the ICSP clippings service.

The research group contains newspaper and magazine articlea0@@mvhich provide
information on specific inteethnic conflicts in the Czech Republic. We analysed information
from the press concerning racially motivated crimes which haérgiist been committed or
which were the subject of judicial proceedings. These generally ird/olesv facts and
circumstances or information about the case. A criterion for sedéction was that the racist
motive for the crime had either been proved or the possibility ther@®keriously discussed
in the media. A final total of 397 articles were analysed. Tihng and main group
numbering 349 articles was divided into six gubups and included information on a total of
65 specific cases in which intethnic spite was mentioned amotivation. The
overwhelming majority (36 cases/254 articles; i.e. 55% of allscesferred to, and 72% of
the articles from the first group) concentrated on events wheradta#ly motivated crime or
misdemeanour had been committed by a person (or prosecution had been lganghttzat



person) of Czech nationality belonging to the Czech majority, and where the injured party was
a Roma. In terms of frequency, this was followed by racism on theopatie Czech
majority/skins against another nationality, while a numbearttles cover sealled reverse
racism, i.e. racially motivated offences committed by Roma agdie Czech majority.
However, this was chiefly caused by the seriousness (anddiesegfractive to the media) of
one of four cases of reverse racism perpetrated by Roma. Eet@ebf articles also turned
up very strange cases which did not correspond to any of the listed tgpexample, there
was a case where Vietnamese sold records of racist songs labdtiethamese, or several
local cases where Czech skinheads in the Sudetenland dissemittatérdeah leaflets. The
second group comprised articles that treated racism, Nazism or extreigig-wing
movements in a general way and where specific cases weyenwitioned by way
of illustration or as a listing of cases.

Research resultsPrevious ICSP research projects had shown that Roma are the most
frequent victims of racially motivated violence in the Czech Repubhe media depiction of
this minority group is from many perspectives interpreted veryrdiftyy. Roma and activists
defending their rights often consider the media as being responsibleégatve and one
sided portrayal of Roma and as one of the causes eRanta attitudes on the part of the
majority society. This, conversely, sees the media as beinB@r@a. The public perceives
the media as part of a hypocritical conspiracy of human rightsissti intellectuals and
cowardly politicians who avoid ,truthfully* addressing and solving the problémas co
existence with Roma causes for the majority. It is evidenttitigainterpretation of the media
statements is not cleaut in any one case.

Nevertheless, most experts agree that the Czech media does rilyt gpatibute
to improving relations between the majority and the Roma minority. $oenef the opinion
that it directly ,pours oil onto the fire* and that Roma are not migefficient space to
comment on issues covered by the media. The analysis confirmed th&joAproblem are
imprecise statements that distort and conceal the reaknataonflicts with a racial sutext.
This primarily involves treating the problem noteesocial matter but as a war between skins
and Roma. Secondly, there is the presentation of attacks asceqftials (,fight* instead of
.attack®). Thirdly, (constantly in relation to Roma) there areemefices to criminality and
general problems as the cause of the attack (it is sufficteemécall that the Nazis, the
inspiration for our ,white warriors” liquidated the Jews, who stood foutexactly the
opposite reason, in order to demonstrate the absurdity of this thesis).

Most newspaper and magazine articles from our selected group ctamereethnic
conflicts that had just happened or which were the subject ofigudiroceedings
at the relevant time. They thus form part of the news, which shouldfinjtida be objective,
neutral, without authorial evaluation or comment. They ofigopt the tabloid style of a so
called black chronicle. ,,Objective* news should certainly avoid tregacteristics of a black
chronicle as a genre. Nevertheless, this type of journalstik does not occur only in
tabloid titles (e.g. Blesk), but also in the-called serious press. The use of inappropriate
expressions may result in the events described being triviaimktdittled, and thereby to
the dangerous banalisation of evil, which irgéinic conflicts most definitely are.

The research also found that, when giving information about-aetieic conflicts
where the suspect or accused has yet to be convicted, journalists alovayg consistently
abide by the principle of the presumption of innocence, which is one ofasiefumdamental
principles of criminal proceedings and criminal law in general.



The analysis of the press revealed an interesting characteristacially motivated
crime. At a local level there may be a number of linked attacig@taliation for which it is
difficult retroactively to say who was the initiator, who thepeitland who the victim, just as
sometimes there remains a question mark over the racial nfotiv@imes. This type of
action and countegiction with a racial sutext could be called reactive racism.

A negative factor is undoubtedly the occasional reference to thialdsalbits of Roma
as something that almost legitimises and justifies theiclatita the media, the stalled
serious press not excluded. This may involve relating the opinionggbfbaers of a family
that has been attacked and the colourful description of their légyirnly attention to their
customs etc.

It clearly cannot be said that the media only creates a negaiage of Roma
or foreigners. The problem comes when they write about Roma or foregrteout giving
them the opportunity to comment on the matter themselves. Foreigmemmonly the
subject of statements from police spokespersons, officials or aoitynmepresentatives. The
perspective of the protagonists of these texts, i.e. the foreitheenselves, is absent from the
articles. Balance and comprehensiveness are very important when mgoinébrmation
about Roma and other minorities, and not only in relation to-etteric conflicts.

I nterviews with Roma:

The aim of the semstandardised interviews was to establish broader contexts
for the issue of inteethnic conflicts and to obtain subjective accounts of possible
discrimination in our society from Roma themselves. We wenetple who due to their
education and employment are also able to see the problem froathdreside, are more
objective and have a certain distance from these sensitive psohalairopinion on them. We
spoke to four men and two women (hereinafter the intervieweels)setondanschool or
university education and relevant social status (five workedhta atiministration and one in
the media). The resulting information was the more significanthfe fact that it concerned
the experiences of educated Roma who obviously behave decently andaale dtessed
and whose sole handicap with regard to their fellow citizens is the darker cotbeirakin.

The situation is particularly serious as regards feelings s€richination, which
the Roma interviewees had sensed without exception since childhood ard wascnot
overly dependent on their appearance (tidiness). They had perceiveahideston from the
earliest age, in school, in the workplace and in other areas.idrslatith the police are
difficult. However, they also see the presence ofcated ,black® racism. They see
the problem of the slow progress of integration as beingstaded.

In the view of the respondents, relations between the police and &erpaoblematic.
Above all, the police do not trust Roma. Although the situation has imphsmewhat it is
still not favourable. For example, when a Roma makes a staténmenhecked thoroughly,
whereas this is often not the case for#Rmma, who are generally believed. It is however a
fact that Roma communicate poorly with the police and do not uaddrgtolice ,jargon*.
According to police officers themselves at least half of policemued policewomen look
down on Roma. They don't distinguish Roma according to their dressyasnihw that some
Roma have enough money, but believe that they have come by it illegallyfirfhe
impression of weldressed Roma: they are foreigners. When they find that they are mot, the



attitude is ,God knows where they got it from“. Not only the police tsd ardinary people
look at Roma with suspicion.

All the respondents have feelings of discrimination in diffigrdegrees. They can be
specified as feelings of separation from the surroundings;acoeptance and lack
of understanding (the neighbours of a respondent, for example, put up a high fepaguso
that they could not see her family’s poverty, her fellow studewtsidi include her in their
group and did not understand why she was different). According to the respoxideinis,
their childhood Roma live in an environment of insults and have feetihgegeglect and
abandonment in children’s society. One respondent, for example, wasdoaigdreof a
discotheque and a restaurant, during pregnancy she had insults hurlebyaskimeads etc.
She also experienced discrimination in they way her siblings tneated at the employment
office (what do you want, you don’t have any education, we're all looking wdigy. Our
respondents also came into contact with discrimination in the workfglaople don’t want to
obey a Roma), in politics (when a Roma joins a political party lheiis not expected to be
seen too much; apparently this could put off potential voters.

According to the respondents, the majority do not allow Roma tsedhémselves and
do not want Roma in higher positions. They appreciate the interegjow#rnment
and parliament in employment and education. They would welcome positveniigation in
education, although it should be strictly controlled — cooperation with Ralvigers, child
care departments etcso that it is not open to abuse and thereby the further worsenihg of
image of Roma in the eyes of the majority.

The respondents had a positive view of the Roma press, although ey re
it as unfortunate that it is not more widely known. The Roma eélitthe management
of associations and magazines are, however, seen as corrupt. Natiaoaky dailies
and television are seen as being slow to pick up on the issue. Foplex@ontributions
involving a minority tend to emphasise their backwardness. The only poRibve aspect
mentioned is music. Only the negative side of things is shown; you nevier $g# a Roma
family that lives decently and which is ,integrated®.

The respondents provided interesting opinions on the subject of Romyaaton
abroad: e.g. that even unsuccessful emigration has a certairt bmn@fbma children, who at
least for that period of time are able to learn at leasbaisecs of a foreign language and thus
have the chance to continue with it when back at home; they realispdhsibilities there. In
the Czech Republic, Roma do not see the chance to ,better thegistirough hard work.
Someone who has work abroad is lucky — multicultural environments deerc#ive Roma
as different, they are evaluated according to their work and behaviour and not according to the
colour of their skin. Many Roma do not perceive emigration as the @oltdi a certain
problem but as an adventure, a journey. Roma also appreciate tttefadiroad they do not
have everyday feelings of discrimination, slights and rejection anthe@ncontrary also
encounter positive discrimination.

Our respondents universally saw the problem of integration assited.
They criticised Roma peoples’ failure to make an effort, althoughhenother hand they
stated that the majority is not willing to give Roma a chanod, taat it generalises all
of them as loafers and cheats.



They also criticised the lack of strategy in social policy, whielldeto the abuse of the
social system. They would welcome positive discrimination in edugadithough this should
be strictly controlled so that it is not open to abuse and therelfyrther worsening of the
image of Roma in the eyes of the majority. As inspiration todmiead in the media they
mentioned that in American films, for example, in the police, laatia offices and hospitals,
whites are shown with daigkinned work colleagues, and people are accustomed to this and
are not surprised by it in reality. People must get used to the fact that Roma wedrfgle
behind the counter of a bank, in a shop, and in trams as drivers. On thergoksthether a
caste system functions among Roma a respondent told us thawittdickgard to ,,degesh”
(,worse" Roma). ,Better* Roma do not eat with them everhéyt are invited to a wedding.
Degesh are not insulted by this, they just accept it as the waysthre. If degesh come to a
.better” family, they are given food but the dishes are then thrown away. (!!!)

Questionnaire survey at the Czech Police Academy:

Research goal: main questions addressed by the research perfatrrtieal Police
Academy at the end of 2003: are Czech police officers racists aoph@bes; if so, why is
that the case, where are the roots of this phenomenon and isathet & problem of the
whole of society? What scale of values (and attitudes derivedfrive) do Czech police
have in general? What sort of relationship do police officarge Howards minorities in
general? Is there a connection between national (ethnic) backgroaysl,ofvthinking and
acting in offices, and even the crimes committed?

Research methodology: questionnaire and comparison with similarafessaducted
on a national scale.

Research results: The questions and comparison with othearsiggkearch showed that
racism is not a problem only of the Czech police but of all sodiith the police it is a level
of resistance (currently low and also heavily tested) to racist temptatidnaterpretations of
reality. The problem can also be seen in the overall despaathatic — minority* crime,
which creates xenophobic attitudes and emotions. The reluctance gobtsns and really
solve them (as a result of a certain pseladmanism and ,bribing“ inteethnic ceexistence
with concessions) infiltrates the whole system from the top dowdswvdrom feelings of
apathy, scepticism, lethargy and anger at the despair itisonly & sepr to open
manifestations of intolerance. And police officers often encountéerpess” of an ethnic
nature. What respondents presented in relation texistence with Roma in the Czech
Republic stems partially from their own experience. In thdenaf resolving problems with
Roma in the Czech Republic respondents conformed to the natiorafj@venly a minority
advocated radical steps bordering on racism or which could leel ¢ally racist. In line with
many experts on the issue, respondents criticised the fact that nobodyenaxperts, may
know statistical data about the Roma population.

It was shown that the more marked manifestations of xenophobia amopglite
were closely linked to their immediate work. Most of them redplemme into contact with
the members of ethnic minorities, although they say that the ¢éveleparation for these
contacts is poor, or totally lacking. A difference is drawn betweelice’s relations with
various groups of foreigners and different ethnic groups. A markedlyivegdtitude was
recorded in relation to Roma. More than half of police knawli@ague who has a racist
outlook, but they have an explanation and excuse for such attitude. Regpassessed €0
existence between the Roma and-Rmma population negatively.



We must consider the efficacy of a system where the vast majority of respadmalemntso
experience of training that prepares them for work with ethnic mingrareseven if they do,
they do not consider it applicable in ordinary practice, i.e. situations arese wnprepared
people are sent into demanding situations full of racist and xenophobic impulses.



