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Extended summary

This publication, focused on the problem of domestic violence, compnisgzarts. The first
is devoted to empirical findings on cases of physical domestic violhah have been
discovered in three field investigations carried out by the authomMafitinkova: Physical
domestic violence in Prague in 1999 — criminological aspects).

The second part is devoted to selected legal issues relating estitoriolence and
provides inter alia a summary of Czech legal norms governing and prg\sdinctions for
violent conduct within the family (specifically between adult hetekual partners /or
spouses/) (R. Machackova: Domestic violence — some legal aspects).

Both parts of the publication react to a number of problems relatiniet issue of
violent behaviour between members of the family in the Czech Repablitie one hand to
the lack of information on the occurrence of cases of domestic vilartbe population and
on the other hand to the hitherto inadequate summary overview of possilbditieesolving
cases of domestic violence by means of the Czech legal norms in force.

Physical domestic violence in the capital of Prague in 1999 — criminolooasects

Three empirical surveys in the capital city of the Czech Repubdague, in 1999 had the aim
of ascertaining the occurrence_of physical violence between mgmbthe family and some
features of this at three different levels:
1 at the level of official files kept by administrative authedton behaviour
constituting a misdemeandywiolence between adult persons in the family - §
49 para. 1 (c) of Act No. 200/1990 Caoll.)

! Martinkova, M., Macha¢kova, R. Selected criminological and legal aspects of doimesilence.
Prague: ICSP, 2001. 193 pages, Summary.
2 The term misdemeanour: a misdemeanour is culpalaviour which breaches or threatens the intecéste
community and is expressly designated as a misdemneain this or another Act, unless it is another
administrative offence indictable under separatglle@egulations or a criminal offence... (Act Nd@021990
Coll.)
Misdemeanours against civil coexistence: (8§ 49 f Alo. 200/1990 Coll.): 1. An offence is commttey one
who (a) hurts the feelings of another by insultorgridiculing him/her, (b) causes bodily harm twother by
negligence, (c) deliberately breaches civil coexise by threatening bodily harm, petty assault,ngfal
accusation of an offence, acts of spitefulnesdtwerabusive behaviour.



2 at the level of findings of services for the legal protection dflem in society
(violence by adults in the family against children and young persons lbetwee
the ages of 0 and 18 and violence by adolescents against other mefithers
family)

3 at the self-report level — pupils at vocational training cerdres secondary
schools (violence by adults in the family against children and a@oitssand
violence by children and young persons aged between 0 and 18 against
members of the family)

Methodology of individual surveys

On point 1:_Cases of physical domestic violence between adult nember family —
behaviour constituting a misdemeanour

The aim of the survey was to collect findings for a period of one (€89) on officially
recorded cases in Prague of physical violence between adult nseoflzefamily which were
classified as offences against civil co-existence (8 49 parpofi@ct No. 200/1990 Coll.).
Physical violence in the family between adults (sexual assadte not included) was
investigated by using a questionnaire, which was specially compiled fputhpeses of this
survey. The questionnaire was completed by selected staff of individual area aotlolistri
authorities in all administrative areas of Prague which dedit rgsolving misdemeanours.
The staff concerned examined recorded cases of behaviour constitutiisgeaneanour for
one year retrospectively.

In the handling of misdemeanours by area and district local autbdjitid®rague for 1999
we ascertained, where these were domestic physical violenvedretidult members of a
family:

1 the total number of cases of domestic physical violence which haad be
officially recorded

2 the number of cases of domestic physical violence which theslealathorities
had investigated and resolved in the defined one year period

3 data available on selected resolved cases of domestic physiehce

(namely from those not terminated in which violence had been prove#égror
down as follows: (a) physical violence between partners (ethaouples /or
previously married couples/, male and female partner) (b) betwdah
members of the immediate family (between children and paretiggsi,
grandparents and grandchildren) and (c) between adult memberswiddre
family (eg between mother-in-law and son-in-law, a wormdarmer husband
and current husband and so on).

In total we obtained data from 56 of the 57 area and district lotiab@ties in Prague which
dealt with resolving misdemeanours during the period of our field inveetigat(The
guestionnaire was completed by 44 women and 12 men.)

On point 2: _Cases of physical violence by adult persons against ohalddejuveniles in the
family — findings of services for the legal protection of children in society

The aim of this survey was to identify cases of physical violérycadult persons against
children and young people in the family aged between 0 and 18 over a pednd géar
(1999) in Prague by means of the findings provided by services for theplegettion of




children in society which are specially concerned in the Czephliie with family and child

care. This concerned both assaults proved in court and assauitslbait with by the courts
or the police during the period investigated by the questionnaire, andcaixerned

reasonable suspicion of such assaults against children and juvertiesfamily (suspicion
voiced by a doctor, psychologist etc).

On the other hand we were also interested in this survey in phygtence by children and
juveniles against other members of the family encountered by sefeicthe legal protection
of children in society.

The investigation was performed by means of a questionnaire spe@ailyiled for the
purposes of the survey. The questionnaire was designed to obtain dattabétical nature
on cases of violence against children in a family encountered by staff of these dafmrtm

We ascertained the following specifically (for 1999 in Prague) in the questiennai

1 Data on the numbers of adult originators of physical violence agaitditen
and juveniles in the family and other data available on these pqustiof
violence

2 We ascertained the number of 0 — 18 year old victims of these aggrass
selected characteristics of these victims

3 We monitored data on the originators of physical violence in theyfdroin

children and juveniles and took an interest in the victims of their violence

The questionnaire was completed by staff (N=15) of all area amdcdiscal authority
offices in Prague which dealt with family and child care duringptvéd of our investigation
— there were 15 of these (Prague 1 — 15).

On point 3: _Physical violence in Prague families — self-repfgoupils of vocational training
centres and secondary schools (results of survey)

The aim of the survey was to ascertain, on the basis of seltsepprpupils of Prague
vocational training centres and secondary schools, data on physical @ialthcome forms

of this in the families they were growing up in. A total of 231epiles were surveyed
(65.4% boys, 34.6% qgirls: 54.1% pupils of vocational training centres, 45.9% pupils of
secondary schools: 72.3% of these were 17 — 18 year old adolescents).

In the survey we used a questionnaire specially designed for it. qUksionnaire was
drafted in such a way that it would not be clear to the persons surveyed that itaadypto
obtain information on physical violence in the family. The questionmeasedirected to the
respondents’ experience of the use of physical force by other personstdgam in the
wider spectrum of various social environments in which the young person r{snhembl,
gangs, the streets, sport, homes, discos etc).

The questionnaire specifically monitored the following aspects of domes&neel

1 whether the family was an environment in which the respondent vead tifat
one of the members of the family could really harm him/her physically there
2 whether the respondent experienced physical violence against hahkwane

from parents and what forms this violence took (forms of corporal lpuneist
and any other manifestations of physical violence)



3 whether at any time physical violence was used deliberatelizeinfamily
against respondents to such an extent that evident injury or bruisirgawsse
(originators of violence could be all members of the family)

4 whether respondents and their siblings used physical violence atjairst
parents at any time
5 whether respondents withessed physical violence in their familgomte

between their father and mother

Some findings from these three surveys

Summaries of the main findings and conclusions are stated in idetta@ publication
for individual surveys separately — here we give only some importagingis of a more
general nature and under points.

* From the data obtained from our three empirical surveys it veas ttiat even though the
originators of cases of physical violence in Prague in 1999 were pirggitiiy men,
women too showed physical violence to members of their family, thougmtach lesser
extent.

In the case of all resolved /and not terminated/ misdemeanours which wieeckam
more closely, men were the originators of the violence in at [EA9% of cases
(180 offences), women in at least 15.2% of cases (35 offences). lesthef the
cases it was a question of mutual violence by a man and a woman.

At least 63.7% of physically violent behaviour by originators of viceagainst
children and juveniles in the family was by men (44 persons) and 36.2% by
women (25 persons). In addition, for example among children and adolescents
who were recorded by staff of services for the legal protectionhidfiren in
society as physically violent against members of the familyeast|29.4% were

girls (10 persons), ie more than a quarter. A similar patternshagn among
pupils of vocational training centres and secondary schools who gave evidence
themselves concerning physical violence against their parent® ditksr formed

more than a fifth of physically aggressive young people in the family (22%

people).

* In physical acts of attack against members of the family there Wwequently also cases
in which victims of violence werephysically injured. 63.2% of all cases of
misdemeanours resolved /and not terminated/ relating to physical domegénce
between adults (146 offences) were accompanied by physical injury tictime. The
majority of these cases of domestic physical violence which wbkegacterised as
misdemeanours and in which there was physical injury to the victim eaised by men:
S0 men were the originators of physical violence in at least 84.2ke®é¢ offences (123
cases), and women in at least 11.6% of these offences (17 cases).

If treatment of a physical injury by a doctor can be considered as a certain sign of
fairly serious injury, then violence with more serious consequehassbeen
caused to the victim in the cases of the resolved /and not téedhina
misdemeanours stated above by adult men much more often than woneast(at |
87.6% of the misdemeanours in which the victim was injured and whicd wer
treated by a doctor were committed by a man (78 cases) andtat.82asof these
misdemeanours (7 cases) were committed by women.




In cases resolved /and not terminated/ of misdemeanours relating ioaplwslence
between adult members of the familtyyas not a matter only of violence between people

of the opposite sex (except in cases of violence between partners). For example, in
physical violence in the extended family /a total of 18 resolved anttmoinated cases/
the majority of the male originators of physical violence physicatiigcked a man (10
offences) and the majority of women attacked females (5 offenddé®re was a similar
pattern in cases of violence by adults against children inatindyf where mothers and
fathers were physically violent against offspring of both sexes.

Physical violence by adults in the family against other membeabsedamily in the cases

we looked into were more often a matter of what are cah@dons of otherwise
unblemished conduct in everyday life. Only a minor proportion of cases of physical
violence by adults in the family, in resolved and not terminated misaleours and in

cases of bodily violence by adults in the family against a chilekewommitted by
persons who had developed some other form of more serious undesirabléb@styme
activity, including criminal activity. For instance, in violence iagha child, roughly a
quarter of the aggressors legally convicted or reasonably suspeqtégsital violence
124.6%, 17 persons/ behaved in such an improper manner, and in misdemeanours we
recorded even fewer of them.

From our questionnaire survey among vocational training centre and secoruaoy sc
juveniles (N=231) it could also be seen that today probably not alididils feel thathe
family is alwaysa place of complete physical safety. Some of these respondents felt
physically threatened sometimes in the family (34 of the juvenileewped /14.7%/ stated
that at least at some time they were afraid that some meshibee family could really
harm them physically at home). Physical injury or bruising, which coulctatelia
greater intensity of deliberately inflicted physical violence mgfaihe respondent in the
family, the originator of which could have been any member of theyanig not only a
parent, was stated by about a fifth of all the young persons we sdr{&9%, ie 44
persons, in nine cases repeatedly).

Only a quarter of vocational training centre and secondary school pupds aeceording
to what they said, never punished physically at home. Sometime$oewsrof physical
violence (not only in corporal punishment) which could injure them physically weesl
against some individuals at home by parents.

30.3% of all those we surveyed (70 respondents, 20 of them more oftemghan j
occasionally) had received beatings (lashing out wildly), 6.5% of gponelents

(15 persons) had been kicked by a parent, and 4.3% of the respondents (10
persons) had been punched by a parent. Other impermissible formseoicgiol

had occurred too, but respondents admitted to these only in a fevedsoteses,

for example deliberate burning by a cigarette, throttling or chokirgintg out

hair when pulling at it, beating his/her head against the floor, throthings at

the respondent which wounded him/her etc.

It is also clear from our data that gross forms of corporal punistwere not inflicted in
the family only on boys, but that girls surveyed also encountered itrl¢8stated they
had been kicked in punishment by a parent, 3 girls said they had been punchels, 30
admitted to beatings (lashing out wildly), which in the case of mgstivas nearly half of
the girls surveyed who had received corporal punishment. Girls alsedomore than



half of those respondents who were afraid at home that someone ctudtlyaojure
them physically there (55.9%, 19 persons).

It was also shown thahildren and juveniles also behave in a physically violent manner

at home to other members of the family, including parents. Nearly a fifth of respondents
from vocational training centres and secondary schools (17.7%, 41 persoitsgdation

being physically violent against a parent (even though the majority of steed as one
of the reasons that this was defence against corporal punishmentrg28sper0.7%/).

This statement of physical violence by children in the family $o dlustrated by data
from staff of services for the legal protection of childransociety, who reported that
about a quarter of the 34 violent young persons at home recorded by theroldat vi
behaviour in the family attracted the attention of the police andntisdemeanours

commission.

The replies of respondents from vocational training centres and seg@ctiaols

also showed that there are cases where not only one child bhtsdlsgr sibling(s)
behave in a physically violent manner to a parent, and so the panéatirnised

by more than one child (4.5%, ie 9 families out of the 199 in which our respondents
had siblings).

More than half (56.5%) of the staff of services for the legal ptiote®f children in
society surveyed (from the Central Bohemia Region and from Prague, Ex@®ssed

the opinion thathe level of violence of children aged between 0 and 15 against parents in
the familyhasrisen in recent years in the CR. Among adolescents, roughly three quarters
of those surveyed /73.9%/ expressed a similar opinion. Some respondesizoatsof
theincreasing brutality of this violence.

More than three quarters of our respondents (78.3%) think development lef¢hef
violence of adults against children in the family remains at roudiglysame level as in
previous years.

We noted, though only in a few isolated cases, that girls surveyedséwondary schools
and vocational training centres experienced physicaénce in their love affairs with

boys they had been going out with (eg in the form of a slap on the faod).is possible

that use of physically violent behaviour between couples in a parimensly be formed

in individual couples before they actually enter into long-term maritaloetat

Physical violence by adults against children in the family may d#uged, as can be seen
from the findings of services for the legal protection of childresaciety, not only by
persons with a lower level of education, as is commonly assumed,sbubyalpersons
with a higher level of education, ie those who have attended secondary school and
university (these constitute at least 21.7% of adults recorded (86ngg¢mwho have been
violent towards children aged between 0 and 18 in the family or haare reasonably
suspected of this violence.

According to the findings of the local authority department staff coece it was evident
that families with varied standards of living were prosecuted for physical violence
between members of the family in Prague in 1999, ie not only those \eitvea standard
of living but also those with a higher standard of living and primdaimilies with an
average standard of living. For instance, roughly 70% of resolved /andrmobhdted/



misdemeanours relating to physical violence between adult mewftefamily occurred
in families with an average standard of living. Also roughly halheffamilies in which
physical violence occurred against children between the ages of 0 amilii8also be
classified as having an average standard of living.

* It was evident that among the originators of physical violence in thigyféhat we looked
at in the three empirical investigations carried out vpeaple of various ages. Among
them were individuals in relatively high age categories (in aigelated cases even over
70) and also in very low ones, ie still children.

* It was also evident that there was physical violence betwesnnseelated to each other
in very different relationships, not only as man and wife or partners, though these
relationships were the most frequent in the offences we lookedCases of violence
between partners formed 69.1% of officially dealt with and closedscat behaviour
constituting a misdemeanour relating to domestic physical violencagu®in 1999 (ie
279 offences). We also came across data on cases of physicate@ibltween partners
through the responses of secondary school and vocational training centse pdpre
than a fifth of these (21.3%, ie 42 persons) stated that they hadsatdt some time
witnessed physical violence by one parent against the other at I®oneis clear that it
is violence between partners that can in the CR too significdifeist éhe lives of a wider
circle of family members, not only the direct participants and ti@mns. For this reason
too the second part of this publication, dealing with legal issues aéstamviolence, has
been devoted mainly to the problem of violence between partners.

Some information is also contained in a annex to the first patheofwork on clients,
including their numbers, of three non-profit organisations which are invatvbelping adult
victims of domestic violence in the Czech Republic (ROSA, Bily kruh bezpeci /White Circle
of Safety/, Elektra).

Domestic violence — some legal aspects

The second part of this publication is devoted to selected legasigelating to domestic
violence:
a) it gives a summary of Czech legal norms governing and providing for
prosecution of violent conduct within the family (specifically betwegult
heterosexual partners /or husbands and wives/) and

b) it also outlines some proposals for amendment or additions to ngxisti
legislation
C) it also outlines how cases of domestic violence are dealtnvidgal terms in

certain other countries (eg Austria, Ireland, Sweden)
In the introduction to this part of the publication attention is deltmelefinition of domestic
violence and also to myths in connection with domestic violence. In an attejon is
then directed to domestic violence from the point of view of faraily ih force in the CR and
to information on some research abroad relating to violence betweeharseof the family.
The chapter on Czech legal norms is illustrated by cases from current jurigguden



