Cejp Martin a kol .:

Probable development of selected types of criminji*
2000 — 2001
ISBN 80-86008-93-2

Extended summary

Attempts to formulate measures against criminality should also take imtordi¢he results of
scientific forecasting. In view of the fact that the naturerohinality changes together with
changing social conditions, this forecasting should perceive criminaliiis iwidest social

ramifications. It is within the framework of these that qualidy new phenomena can
appear.

Prognoses in the crime field have been revisited on the initiatigpedfialists in the
Police Academy in Bratislava. These have produced a prognosisniriaity in the Slovak
Republic from the first half of the 1990s. In the second half of the 188§sattempted to
get other countries involved and in 2001 they want to complete a summary psdgnadise
Central European region. This will include a prognosis of crimynadithe Czech Republic.
At the same time, on the initiative of the Czech Government Cdian@locial and Economic
Strategy, specialist studies for a summary prognosis for the CzsuhblR began to be
prepared at the end of the 1990s. In 2000, under the leadership of the Char&sity
Centre for Social and Economic Strategy, Visions of DevelopmentbhéoCtzech Republic up
to 2015 were therefore produced. We have used these summary findihgsatctarise the
development of the wider social environment. We also contributed to pimdwd the
visions from the specific criminological point of view.

The methodologywas based on application of the summary prognoses for Czech society.
As regards the possible influencewvdiat is termed the relevant environmentwe used the
visions of development for the Czech Republic up to 2015, and then ICSRhedieacted to
the causes of organised crime and certain other sources. We thessegdnypotheses in this
area on how various living conditions affect criminality. When proces$atg relating to
crime and selected forms of it, we proceeded from collection ef @lathe development to
date of overall, property, violent, economic, drug-related andnieegacriminality.
This data, summarised in statistical series, and in some eagapolated using regression
and auto-regression analyses, was only background information for reflectiopgssible
future scenarios. We arrived at these by mearsxpértise methods In these, selected
specialists gave their views on the possible future situation fovidioidl types of criminality.

For property, violent, economic and drug-related crime, discussion wittatieds of experts
proceeded by théocus — groupsmethod. Groups of 3 - 4 experts in the individual areas
carried out discussions on specific problems. Deliberations taate ppn the future of
organised crime by a traditional survey of 27 specialists in the form of amgittestionnaire,
which is a certain application of the Delphic method. In additiondgrmstic questions, the
guestionnaire was also directed to other features ascertbingraditional methods from
1993. We attempted to summarise the findings ascertained usisyw®d method. The
facts ascertained were sorted into strengths and weaknessesntandievelopment
opportunities and threats. We attempted to apply this method corlgistehe part devoted
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to the relevant environment. The resulting version was also sSedpkbmewhat here in
order to emphasise the possible positive or negative effects in individual areas

In the analysis oéxternal problems of the world at presentwe concerned ourselves with
the possible positive and negative effects of globalisation and Europgegration on
criminality. We summarised the deepening differences between ogedel and
underdeveloped countries and different types of existing conflicts. Wero@acourselves
specifically with problems relating to integration of countrieshaf former Eastern bloc into
the democratic world. We analysed the main trends connected witlatinal environment
and population development trends.

Regarding thenternal problems of the Czech Republicwe took into account the positives
and negatives of the political system, state administrationgeedrnment, the civil sector,
the legal system, economy, the social structure and widely conamiitace. In the cultural
field, we included lifestyle, life values, interpersonal relatisa®tions between the majority
population and minorities, morality, education and upbringing, health care, cooathoms,
mass media and science.

The following conclusions emerged from the prognosis we made for the tgueédopment
of criminality in general:

1. Criminality will remain at much the same level in futurergeat about the
mark of 400,000 criminal offences recorded annually by the police, unless
there are radical changes in criminal legislation or othate@llaws or in the
statistics system of the Police of the Czech Repubilic.

2. The proportion of women among those committing criminal offences will
increase.
3. The proportion of juveniles among offenders will remain at much the sam

level, or decrease slightly. However, the number of criminal offence
committed by minors (children up to the age of 15) will rather increase.

4. The proportion of re-offenders among known offenders prosecuted will
increase.

Property crime is the criminal activity which determines the extent and futieneelopment
of criminality and which has by its quantum leap caused the overathadic rise in
criminality recorded in the Czech Republic since 1990 and has cthesdevelling off in
recorded criminality in the last few years.

It is impossible at this time to forecast its future develagnand also its share in total
criminality. If the proposed change in legislation in the Czech Repui@re to be
implemented, in which the minimum level of damage which is not inggnif would be
indexed to the lowest minimum wage in the Czech Republic, applifrablel.1.2001, ie the
limit of this damage would be raised from 2000 CZK to 5000 CZK, theredwbal an
unprecedented fall in criminality recorded in the Czech Republithencase of property
crime by several tens of thousands of criminal offences annually smdhalramatic fall in
the number of offenders prosecuted.

Violent criminality is criminality which has also shown an increase (approximately double
since 1990, but one substantially less dramatic than property critpindts share in the
overall number of criminal offences recorded has thus fallen compéitethe period before
1990. In the nearest future we rather expect the number of crioffieaces of violence



recorded to remain at much the same level, but also the vidamne of immoral crimes and
the number of offenders prosecuted for this criminal activity. Howewe anticipate a
further rise in violence and its seriousness among offenders undegetiod &8 (this applies
particularly to robbery). Also a slight rise in the number of offenddarsse criminal activity
is linked to organised crime — eg contract killings, extortionclstan a public official and
so on. More and more violent crime will in our opinion be linked witmicral acts
committed in the Czech Republic by foreigners, with settlement ofdbeies and division of
territories of interest between foreign and increasingly pow€&hach gangs. For robbery,
but also other criminal offences of a violent and property natoeepiioportion of offenders
motivated to acquire money to purchase drugs by criminal activitlemeriease. The rise in
group violence and the increase in the level of aggression in its maimfestabnditioned by
negative socio-pathological phenomena in the family, at school and iwitlee social
environment, will continue.

The quantitative and also structural occurrenceeadnomic criminal activity in the last
decade of the last century, like its occurrence at presehtnathe immediate future, is an
immanent social change starting at the end of 1989. It reflestswtseconomic, legislative,
criminal law, social and other indicators. In this, of course,stnecture of the current
occurrence of this criminal activity differs markedly from tls&ructure of previous
occurrences and for this reason only quantitative occurrence imbest¢ale of the last ten
years is accepted here for predicting development. The firsggaus of the period analysed
show numerically lower occurrence of economic criminal actithgn that recorded in the
previous years. In comparison with, for instance, 1989, occurrence ofaasag and
recorded cases in both these years hovers at only slightly above half of the 1989 number in the
findings. Since 1993, however, there has been a rise each year and teerhigiieer of acts
to date was recorded in 1999, when conversely it exceeded the occugenced in 1989
more than three times.

Further increase in the occurrence of this type of crime has,vieowgrobably now
stopped and it will not grow substantially. In view of the evideihicey down and gradual
stabilisation of all areas of social life, objective reasamdlihear growth in the number of
recorded cases of economic criminal acts are also fading d@wdiyre occurrence of this type
of crime in terms of numbers will be around the level of the atimamber, but included in
this to a higher degree than hitherto will be latent casessés @ready committed. Contrary
to past development, however, this may lead to changes in the strotcacts committed,
particularly in response to legislative changes or changes in seiffexes of financial
institutions or offers in the securities market and so on.

The drug-related crime prognosis was prepared on the basis of replies from specaiidts
the development of drug-related crime in the Czech Republic since 19&9deVelopment
tendency for drug-related crime over the next five years is aldeeddrom analysis of the
current situation in the Czech Republic, the priorities and #esvof organised crime and
other accelerating factors in crime with respect to specific aspkttte drug-related issue.

Organised crimerepresents one of the greatest security risks in the wamt&yt This started
to reveal itself to a significant extent in the Czech Repubb after 1990. About 75 groups
with a total of approximately 2000 members operate in the Czech RepubliberFgnowth is
expected in the future. On the other hand, paradoxically, nobody has beerutpdhsec
charged or arrested since (and including) 1997 in connection with partinipa organised



crime. Since 1998, isolated cases of persons prosecuted and chargedcheeel gim 2000
there were 40 of these). However, virtually nobody (one in 1999) has been convicted.
More than a third of organised crime groups are highly organisedth- avimulti-level
organisation structure. The number of these groups will grow becausee \liih poorer
organisation cannot compete in the crime world. Half of the menavergxternal. The
proportion of external members will clearly continue to be high.nHlithem is advantageous
for organised crime. It is estimated that around 15 % of thosallitikerganised crime are
women, which is more than for crime in general (10 %). In theropmyears their number
may increase. Specialists estimate that children arelialgsd to organised crime in the
Czech Republic — most often in connection with child pornography and priostitind also
in theft and distribution of drugs.

In terms of nationality composition, for a long time somewhat over tialthe
members of criminal groups have been from abroad, and slightly underréa@zach
citizens. Groups from abroad which wanted to enter the Czech Repablec already
established themselves here. They have built up contacts and thredexjuictures. Their
number will clearly not grow very much. On the other hand, they willite€zech citizens
in still greater numbers. So roughly 1/5 of the groups operating in g&h@®@epublic will be
exclusively Czech. Of the foreigners, those most heavily reprelsentgganised crime are
Ukrainians and Russians. Citizens of the former Jugoslavia ands€hiised to be in this
most heavily represented category, but the number of Chinese has been gaingiramwv
1998 and the number of Jugoslavs since 1999. The number of Poles has alsolimeeq. dec
The second group, then, consists of Bulgarians, Albanians and ViethamNesenals of
other countries are represented sporadically.

Among the most widespread activities of organised crime arprtaiction, smuggling and
distribution of drugs, theft of automobiles, organised prostitution and tradwgmen, and
illegal migration. These activities were, with certain flliattons, accompanied by a whole
range of other activities, such as corruption, money laundering, coumerfeitCDs and
copying of video-cassettes, violence and murder, theft of works of ase(tiere among the
most widespread in the first half of the 90s), illegal debtectihg, tax, bank and customs
fraud, extortion and trading in weapons.

By 2005 — according to the estimate of specialists — the most widdspecévity connected
with organised crime should be the production and trafficking in drugss shiould then be
followed by violent crime, illegal migration (the level of its ogemce is dependent on
acceptance in the EU), organised prostitution and money laundering.

In conclusion, we can state that beginning in 2000 we laid the foundation for new pragnosti
activity in the crime field on which this should be based in fuyears. The analyses
conducted confirmed that it is not possible to proceed mechanicdiffrom painstakingly
collected data. This can be the background information for furthdredafion. In view of

the fact that practically any possibility could be realised; itecessary in these deliberations
to weigh up all circumstances responsibly. It is not possible sntahproceed only from the
internal development of specific phenomena, but it is always necdsstaie into account
the widest social ramifications. All types of crime and fezdwf offenders and victims are
always influenced by the social system.



