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Extended summary

One of the alarming developments since 1989 has been the indisputabBl gerease in
criminality and criminality among young people in particdl@etween 1989 and 1998, the
absolute number of children prosecuted went up approximately two and tarteglfand the
number of juveniles roughly doubled and this increase cannot be asailzedse in the
population in these age categories. The number of chiftiteho committed a criminal
offence recorded by the police in 1998 represents 0.75% of the total populathis age
group. The number of juvenilésvho committed a criminal offence cleared up by the police
in the same year represents 1.8% of the total population in thigrage. Looked at from a
different angle, this data means that in 1998 persons under tlod A8econstituted 15% of
the total number of persons investigated. In absolute termswieesel 9,373 individuals, of
whom 8,824 were children and 10,549 juveniles. These facts undoubtsélhaiquestion

of what can be done to halt or at least mitigate negative tiantie field of criminality or
pre-criminality because the criminogenous development of an individual istcoedl by a
conglomerate of very different phenomena of a biological, psychological andsatial
nature. Effective aririminogenous intervention must be based on the one hand on a good
knowledge of the external and internal problems of young people on piperslislope and
on the other hand also on an inventory of viable possibilities in softetgonfronting
problems as they arise.

To contribute to understanding of the characteristics of childreenslangered was the
subject of an extensive research project on the topic of “Cringical aspects of socially
pathological manifestations among children”. The researchedtdrom the generally
recognised view that the longer term perspective for restrictingnality in our country is
linked above all to adequate socialisation of the youngest generdfimnthis reason the
research was conceived in such a way that it would be possitderttify and analyse the
main negative factors arising and operating in the socialisation dfild in danger of
developing into a delinquent. The research is aimed at children of 1fy for attempts to
socialise and resocialise at a later age are, as is knes®,efffective and furthermore
incomparably more demanding in all respects.

! Vecerka, K., Holas, J., Stéchova, M., Diblikova, S. External cooperators: Zarsky, M., Neumann, J.,
Malinova, K., Netik, K., S¢epichinova, Vverkova, L., Zelasko, P. Socially pathological manifestations among
children. Prague: ICSP, 2000. 215 pages. Summary.

2 Maresova, A., Kadetabkova, D., Martinkova, M: Criminality in 1998, ICSP, 1999.

3 Children older than 6 and younger than 15 arerdeghin statistical records as offenders committing
an otherwise criminal offence.

* Person who at the time the criminal offence wasroiited had reached the age of fifteen and had not
completed the eighteenth year of his/her life.



Research interest was centred on children who, during-geareperiod, had been placed in
institutional or protective educatibby a court as a result of behavioural problems. The aim
of the research was to find out the life history of the childrearbeheir placement in reform
schools. For this purpose not only were various documentary materialsilembnm
connection with court proceedings on the protective or institutiedatation of the child
perused but also a battery of research procedures were set up, ledhitco a deeper
understanding of the reasons for the subjects’ social malfunctioning.

The research was conceived in two research phases, which of ceueselegely linked, an
extensive phase and an intensive phase.

In the design of the extensive research we strove to compile irtformaas far as possible
on all children in the Czech Republic for whom a court had orderedcpveter institutional
care during the period of one year, because of (or also for) prebtemnected with
behavioural disordefs We worked with all OPDP of all districts. We asked them to
complete a case history questionnaire on a child who had been plapedtantive or
institutional educatichin the defined period. District (local area) authority sos&lices
departments sent us completed record sheets on 464 children whose placenehe
stipulated criteria.

We also worked with child diagnostic institutions (DDU) throughout thecBARepublic in
which the obligatory diagnosis of the subjects we studied had beernpedf Here we
obtained further — often contrel data on our subjects, not only concerning their family
situation but also information on their level of knowledge at schoolcantheir personal
characteristics. We were able to obtain research matesial221 children from child
diagnostic institutions. In addition, as part of the investigation, disignasstitution
psychologists carried out special psychological tests submitted bydusgether with other
DDU specialists (ethopedagogues, teachers and social workers) tahpie child record
sheets we sent.

Data from this first phase were processed statisticaibt, &nd second level sorting
was performed and cluster analysis was used to select typical subjects.

L If a child’s education is seriously threatened ericusly disrupted and other educational measui@s (
example, reprimands, supervision, restraints) hateled to improvement or if for other serious masthe
parents cannot ensure education of the child, a& coay ordeiinstitutional education even if there have been
no previous educational measures (8 46 of the fyahail No. 94/1963 Coll. as amended).

The conditions for placement undaotective educationare stipulated in § 84 para. 1(a) of Criminal Lida.
140/1961 Coll. as amended:

- proper care has not been taken of a juvenile’saibn

- there has been neglect in the education of a jleveitherto or

- the environment in which the juvenile lives reggithis

The basic condition for placement in protectiveadion in criminal proceedings is conviction, ie
acknowledgement of guilt for a criminal offence

2 Information was received about a total of 464ntiewhich was the sample entered in statistical
processing

® Where we speak of OPD in the following passagesave in mind all agencies for the social and
legal protection of children legally concerned wédttildren’s family and personal problems in thetréts

“ Here it is necessary to point out that we madeyes#ort to ensure that the group of children thus
defined was as complete as possible. The teastasissent repeated requests for cooperation taidiueh!
districts and checked the completeness of the rahteceived. Nevertheless, it should be notedithaés not
within the research team’s powers to ensure “cemsiciusness” and “responsibility” in the coopenatio



The second phase of the research consisted of intensive psychologseal history
investigation of selected typical subjects. We strove to acquore detailed knowledge of
the personal characteristics of the child, his/her sphere ot#ttgreer group contacts and
success at school, as well as understanding of the course of life/leerd the situational
factors which led to the current position. We attempted to gleeiftain family relationships,

in particular relationships with a chikl own parents and siblings, but also directed our
attention to questions of the influence of surrogate carers andgsibNho were not the
child’s own. Nor were characteristics of an economic nature ignored.

The profile of the sample obtainedwas as follows: male 69%, female 31%, average age
13.2.

The proportion of children who had experience of previous institutionalvweasdancreased:
7.5% had been placed in a nursery institution, and 11% had baerhildren’s home. A still
higher percentage of children had undergone psychiatric treatment — 28rB&tg children
who have received psychiatric treatment we find a higher occer@naggression. Every
fifth subject demonstrated clear psychological problems. From othetodatdas evident that
for children placed in alternative educational care psychiagits of their personality plays a
significant role.

Placement in collective facilities for the provision of ingiinal education should be the last
step in the sequence of interventions in the interests of a ehiltgasure when all other
educational provisions have failed. However, we find that a full thithe children had not
received any previous intervention before placement in a diagnostitutiost nor any
examination in an educational psychology consulting clinic (P&sproximately 35% of the
children had been to one of these). It is alarming that accotdlitige data available a full
third of the children later placed in institutional educatiod hat received any previous
specialist attention (except for action taken by OPD). Thisger@us shortcoming in the
system of preventive and therapeutic care.

The overwhelming majority of the cases we examined were chifdremhom institutional
education had been proposed (protective education had been proposed in onasef&w

the reason for the proposal was most frequently criminal Bcti the subject, truancy and
parental failure to control the chikleducation. In a number of cases social reasons also had
a significant influence (in most cases this was a questiomuliéa with low economic and
cultural status, incapable of ensuring appropriate conditions for a child’stietyica

A basic factor in family case history is the completenesh@ffamily. Nearly 40% of the
subjects in our sample had already lived in an incompleteyfanpgreschool age. This trend
becomes more pronounced in later stages of life and at the tithe oésearch only one in
three of the subjects had his/her own complete family. Mosteoihdividuals reviewed were
looked after by only their mother, and the father is often only a formal educator.

It is shown thasubjects’ families are evaluated rather critically by curators of young people
from the educational point of view, and the educational climaterideates in the course of
the childs life — at the present time only 6% of these children live ihigh quality
educational environment. This deteriorates fromgut@ol age in more than half of the
homes. The subjects and their families, however, perceive thdy fatmosphere
fundamentally less critically than social workers.



The subjects’ families are substantially below the standarteopopulation as a whole in
terms of educational level. More than three quarters of thdersothave only basic
(sometimes uncompleted) education, and two thirds of the fatheilis #ines group. The
proportion of persons who have completed secondary school is around 7%, anehnohe
mother is a university graduate. Professional classification atsresponds to the
educational level (where this could be ascertained, for curatoes did not have this
information). More than 90% of the fathers and mothers are classednual workers, but
many of them do not work: only 34% of the mothers and 42% of the fathersnar
employment. Around 15% of the families are in job centre recobdsit 8% are on sickness
pension and some of the mothers are on maternity leave; how théendemaupport
themselves financially is not known (to the respondent). It is threreiot surprising that the
attitude of families to work is assessed in a better casseaage, while Roma families are
assessed as worse.

The pedagogical effectivenest mothers (as the main agents of education in incomplete but
also in formally complete families) is problematic: theye agenerally inconsistent in
education, do not exercise much control over their children and quetelwdize a tendency to

be negligent in caring for them. The educational styles of fatiens similar features — they
only punish children more often. Inconsistency in education and forgivingreatigd
transgressions are more evident in Roma families.

The most pathological manifestation of family failure is chilaltneatmentThis occurred in
nearly one fifth of our subjects’ families; the commonest viatias the subject him/herself,
but sometimes his/her sibling or mother too. Maltreatment megtuéntly took the form of
excessive physical punishment or psychological oppression of the sudpecttimes a
combination of the two. Maltreated children do not show a higher inmedeh socially
deviant behaviour, but are more often psychologically disturbed.

The economic situationf the families studied corresponds to the occupational profilleeof t
families and often to the fact that they are unemployed. Ontfleaunder one tenth of the
children come from economically above average families, whezeary fifth child comes
from a family well below the average economically. There isemmlence that (as is
sometimes claimed) children from very financially secure liamiwhere the parents have
very little free time are found in more significant numbers initutginal or protective
education. But poverty does not seem to be a particularly signifiagembh@egenous factor —
children from socially deprived families do not display a higher lefeldelinquency.
Overcrowding of the flat in which a family lives is also related to lower ecanstaius.

Another subject of research interest was dbeiopsychological profile of the subject. A
highly important category in the criminogenetic concepts is a pergaeifectual capacity
Here we made an interesting discovery. 56% of the subjects show aetwsage or even
substantially below average intellectual performance, and only arie &&e above the
average level for the population. There is no doubt that it is thiseddeagel of analytical
and evaluative capabilities that is at the root of many behavidis@ders; but it must also
be allowed that it is this intellectual deficiency of the scisj¢hat may be the cause of their
identification by state authorities and their delivery into institutional eauca

Young Roma coming under the care of diagnostic institutions displaprdatg to the
findings of specialist staff of these facilities, significgritwer intellectual performance than



their nonRoma peer group. There may be a number of complementary caut@s &ate,
and the specific factors affecting the capabilities of Romad (mmeasurement of these
capabilities) is dealt with in detail in the literature on the subject.

Light mental dysfunction (LMD) syndrome, thought of today as hyperactivity syndrome
(ADHD), is linked inter alia with a number of behavioural disosgesuch as displays of
aggression, impulsiveness and so on. A quarter of the subjects ineanchegroup suffered

from LMD, and the same number had this disorder noted in thedrhiasories. It appears

that the increased number of individuals afflicted in this waypaoed with the standard
population is not fortuitous and so LMD can be regarded as one of the criminogenesis factors.

A child’s functioning in theschool environmentis another important variable in his/her
overall personal profile. Criminological theory provides supportingenge that a negative
attitude to educatignschool or teachers is a significant criminogenous factor and can be
regarded as one of the possible precursors of delinquent behavioutl tvof thirds of the
children examined have a negative attitude to education in the oph@©RD staff. It was
confirmed by psychological tests that the attitude to school wiastely not positive, but
school is not a place that is feared — it is regarded magtidntly as a waste of time and
boring, and attitudes to teachers are indifferent and at critinektverging on tense, even
hostile.

Subjects’ achievemerat school was as expected below average right from the fastigss;
the achievement crisis deepens in later years and the numbedddércailing also increases.
Half the subjects of younger school age and three quarters of the subjelter school age
have serious achievement problems.

An important question is also transfer of pupils from basic to apschool Children who
only attended basic school formed 56% of our sample, and 12% of the rchifteattended
special school from the first class. The remainder, ie 32%pban transferred during their
school attendance; they were transferred not only for reasonsiev@ment (which is the
real task of a special school) but for educational reasons. It can also beseeunrffindings
that Roma pupil®n the one hand are transferred directly to special schoolaftereand on
the other hand are transferred to this school during their sctientlance much more often
and earlier. The result of this procedure is that more tharthings of noaARoma subjects
(69%) but only a little more than a quarter of Roma (27.5%)! obtait lealucation at basic
school full time. It can also be stated that Roma have constaloiems with achievement
throughout the whole of their school attendance, whereafkoora start to fail seriously at
older school age.

At older school age there were frequently a large number of disciptoblems among the
children in our sample. Dominant here in particular are wideggreancy, committed by
four out of five subjects, and theft (60% of the children). A significant number of our subjec
(40%) committed open physical aggression in school mainly against {ellpis but also
sometimes against teachers. These, however, were rath&edttgcsubjects verbally or by
displays of no interest at all in learning.

The main subject of interest of our research was tosoejally pathological manifestations
for which children sent by state authorities to institutional (préve) education were
examined. As has been mentioned already, the commonest offencesuarecy and theft



this was also what aroused the interest of social servicee isubjects most often. In other
places aggressiveness, running away from home, or general educaticoatrollability
linked with lack of respect for the authorities appear.

Truancyis a problem which has a wider impact — it is generally accomgay actions
which have the result of handicapping a child, such as lower achietame conflicts with
teachers. When the problems are more serious, the chitthggdrred to a special school, so
does not achieve a full basic education and level of education, and, ke®wn from
criminological theory, there is a close correlation betweerethe of the population affected
by negative phenomena and criminality. Part of the blame lies withasie school system,
which is not “designed” for the less gifted or problem children — sigsificant that Roma
children play truant much more often than +Roma children.

Property offencesprimarily petty theft, are the commonest criminal act coneahitby
children. Overall, two thirds of the subjects committed adtslelinquency regarding
property, most of them repeatedly. In comparison with this, a quaft¢he children
committed violent acts this was generally affray with bodily harm, robbery or extortion (not
infrequently committed on school premises). Subjects most often libgancareer as
delinquents at the age of twelve or thirteen. They are driven notbgnly longing for
excitement and to dispel boredom but also rational economic atdecul For a person’s
social status in a group of young people these days is very often defieedalia by
ownership of items of a statgenferring nature (such as designer clothes, electronic
equipment etc) and enough money for entertainment (for example, visiliscobtheques).
Children from socially deprived families or simpglkept on a tighter rein” therefore fulfil
their longing to assert themselves by means of criminal adt® pa@rticular danger is that
they will carry over this model of creating and satisfying neatis adult life and may
become members of the criminal stidture.

We also attempted to clarify what these “institute” childnem like in terms of dependencies
It was found that the probability of alcohol and drug abuse is signifycaatated statistically.
Similarly, a close relationship was perceived between smoking and alcohol abuse.

Smoking is not in itself a criminogenous factor, but more regular smoking among children is a
signal of nomrstandard socialisation. There were more than 60% of these subjdbis
group; it can be stated that problem children start to experimiémtsimoking at a rather
young age and become regular smokers at an early age.

More than half of the children studied have experience with congampit alcohol that is
worth noting, and nearly 40% with n@ahcoholic drugs. Experiments related in particular to
volatile substances, marijuana and pervitin. Approximately d tifithe children had tried
out a game on a fruit machine.



